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Mingo and Wagman Observatories, Starting At Sunset 

Bring Your òTools of the Tradeó to June 6 
and 7 Star Parties 

What òTools of the Tradeó should 
you bring to the June 6 and 7 star 
parties?  Obviously, telescopes, 
binoculars, red flashlights, etc. 
come to mind.  But donõt forget the 
natural tools youõve always had:  
Eyes, hands, feet and vocal chords.  
Your eyes and hands are excellent 
tools for finding and pointing out 
stars, constellations and planets to 
our star party guests.  Your vocal 
chords tell the interesting stories 
behind celestial objects and 
phenomena. 

Your hands can help a guest set up his or her telescope for the first time.  
Your feet are important to help manage the star party, for example, to help 
park cars, check on guests who are resting on blankets.  The point is, you 
donõt need any astronomical hardware to be of great value to the club at 
star partiesééééééééééééé(Continued on page 2, bottom left) 

 

June 28, Starting At Sunset 

Wagman to Host First of Several òSatellite 
Search Partiesó 

 

Several AAAP members have made a habit of counting artificial satellites 
around this time of the year, to see how many can be bagged in one 
evening.  In fact, AAAP members John Holtz and Ed Honkus may hold the 
World Record of 82 for a single dusk-to-dawn period.  Late Spring and 
Summer are the ideal seasons for this because of the favorable sun light 
angles around the Summer Solstice.  In spirit of John and Edõs record, we 
will hold the first of several òSatellite Search Partiesó this year to see what 
kind of counts we can achieve.  This yearõs first event is set for June 28, 
starting at Sunset at Wagman Observatoryéé(Continued on page 5, left) 

Deer Lakes Park, Veteranôs Grove No. 1 

Still Cooped Up?  Get òUncoopedó at 
June 21 Wagman Picnic 

 

Do you still remember being cooped up most of the time in your home or 
work for weeks at a time during the recent òPolar Votexó Winter?  If youõre 
still spending more time indoors than outdoors, you can change all that by 
attending the annual AAAP Picnic in Deer Lakes Park (Veteranõs Grove No. 
1) June 21, starting at 4:00 pm.  (See page 7 for the map to the grove).  As 
always, there will be tasty hot foods, ambient-temperature snacks and 
cool drinks provided by our generous members.  Unlike the clubõs 
Christmas Party, you do not need to contact an Event Coordinator to 
donate foods and drinké.just bring ôem.  Veteranõs Grove sits next to one 
of the parkõs fishing lakes, so you will be able to bond with geese, ducks 
and fish, as well as your fellow AAAP members.  (Per park rules, please do 
not feed the wildlife, just the club members.) 

As dusk approaches, we will head up to the hill for an evening of 
members-only star gazing.  As such, this will be a good chance to look 
through the observatoryõs big scopes without the long lines of a public 
star party.  Donõt forget that the mirrors in 21-inch Manka reflector have 
been recoated, so make sure to look through that instrument before the 
night is overéééééééééééé.(Continued on page 2, bottom right) 

 

Status of AAAP 2014 Election to Be 
Reported In Guide Star Supplement 

This issue of the Guide Star went to press before we could report on the 
results of the special membership meeting on May 30.  That meeting 
determined how we will handle the clerical problem that occurred during 
mailing of ballots to the members.  A special mid-month supplement to the 
Guide Star will be published with the results of that meeting. 

In the mean time, if you have any questions about this yearõs election, 
please contact President John Holtz at President@3ap.org or 412-477-
9877, likewise if you did not receive his letter about the election.  The 
AAAP Executive Committee thanks you for your patience on this matter. 

 

mailto:President@3ap.org
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June 21 Picnic Awaits You 
(Continued from front page) 

Weather rules are as follows:  If there are severe storms that day 
(lightning, downpours, high winds, etc.) the picnic will be cancelled until 
next year.  If there is just a light or spritzy rain, the picnic will take place 
under the shelter roof, but star gazing will be cancelled. 

òTool Timeó at June 6 and 7 Star Parties 
(Continued from front page) 

As always, observatory star parties start around Sunset (or òEarth-
Aroundó, as your Guide Star Editor calls it), when the Moon and available 
bright planets are reasonably visible.  If you have friends or other 
acquaintances attending for the first time, make sure they arrive well 
beforehand so that they can navigate country roads in daylight.  Donõt 
forget that we are closing in on the Summer Solstice, so full darkness 
wonõt be settling in until 9:30 to 10:00 pm.  (Yes, Summer Solstice!)  See 
you at the observatories with your Tools of the Trade. 

2014 Off-Site Star Parties and Astro-Lectures 
Off and Running 

 

For an astronomy club in a heavily-clouded part of the country, we sure 
put on a lot of star gazing events, not just at the clubõs observatories, put 
at varied sites around Western PA.  This year is no exception.  Here is a 
summary of off-site events, starting with June and continuing into the Fall: 

¶ June 21, Keystone State Star Party:  Coordinator Bill Moutz notes that 
the star party will take place in the parking area near the beach, the 
same as in previous years. 

¶ June 28, Raystown Lake Star Party and Lecture:  Listserver notes from 
Coordinator Bill Moutz:  òAs usual George Guzik will do his talk.  
Hopefully some of you will join us.  Tom Kasner's Starlight Astronomy 
group usually shows up in force as well.  It will be held where it always 
is, in a field next to the museum which is on the road just past the 
entrance.ó 

¶ July 5, Kunkle Park Star Party* 

¶ July 29, Fred Klein Lecture at Monroeville Library* 

¶ August 4, Pleasant Hills Library Star Party* 

¶ August 7, Terry and JoAnne Trees Presentation at Peopleõs Library, 
New Kensington, 

¶ August 15, Star Party at Ramsey School* 

¶ August 16, Kunkle Park Star Party* 

¶ August 22, Moraine State Park Star Party* 

¶ August 23, Keystone State Park Star Party* 

¶ October 4, Kunkle Park Star Party* 

*See future editions of the Guide Star for these events. 

Bill Yorkshireôs 0.5 Seconds of Fame 

KDKA TV Story On Gas Drilling Near Deer 
Lakes Park Includes Several Clips from NEWO 

by Tom Reiland (excerpts from AAAP Listserver) 

We received the best public 
relations piece for Wagman 
Observatory in the 27 years 
of its existence, thanks to 
County Executive Rich 
Fitzgerald.  Bill Yorkshire was 
recently on KDKA TVõs 11 PM 
news, but if you blinked you 
missed him.  Hereõs the link 
to the KDKA web site copy of 
the news report:  
http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.co
m/2014/05/07/fitzgerald-
much-of-the-deer-lakes-park-
drilling-money-to-go-to-
county-parks/ 

Talk about your 0.15 seconds of fame!  Well, maybe 0.5 seconds might be 
closer.  Let's hope this story will bring more interest in astronomy and 
the AAAP, and bring larger crowds to our star parties.  Now all we need is 
better weather than what we've experienced through the first four plus 
months of 2014. 

The County will provide a new double restroom facility at Wagman 
(separate women and men sections), to replace our Port-a-john, add more 
parking space, grade the hilltop and one or two other improvements to 
our wonderful observatory.  The six new roadside signs have already 
started to reap benefits for us.  Now it's up to us to do the rest and offer 
the public a great spot to learn more about astronomy and how to enjoy 
all of the wonders of the night sky as we have for so many years. 

 

Brendan Mullan Named New Buhl Planetarium 
Director 

by Dan Malerbo, Carnegie Science Center 

The Carnegie Science Center has 
announced that Brendan Mullan will be 
joining the CSC staff as Director of the 
Buhl Planetarium, starting on Monday, 
June 23.  Brendan holds a Ph.D. in 
Astronomy and Astrophysics from Penn 
State, where he has designed and 
conducted a wide variety of outreach 
programming in astronomy and 
astrobiology for all age groups. 

He also has served as a National Geographic Emerging Explorer and was 
the 2012 Science Communication National Champion for the NASA 
FameLab.  If you happen to meet Mr. Mullen at the CSC, please extend 
him a nice welcome to the Pittsburgh area. 

 

http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2014/05/07/fitzgerald-much-of-the-deer-lakes-park-drilling-money-to-go-to-county-parks/
http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2014/05/07/fitzgerald-much-of-the-deer-lakes-park-drilling-money-to-go-to-county-parks/
http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2014/05/07/fitzgerald-much-of-the-deer-lakes-park-drilling-money-to-go-to-county-parks/
http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2014/05/07/fitzgerald-much-of-the-deer-lakes-park-drilling-money-to-go-to-county-parks/
http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2014/05/07/fitzgerald-much-of-the-deer-lakes-park-drilling-money-to-go-to-county-parks/
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First Star Party At Hopewell Park Goes Well 
by Frank Pastin (excerpts from AAAP Listserver) 

 

(Photo by Bill Hayslip) 

The Hopewell Park star party took place in somewhat of a valley, but 
Jupiter, Saturn Mars and Mercury were all visible and very interesting to 
our guests.  George Guzik gave his Astronomy Powerpoint presentation 
for around 25 to 30 people.  Most of them came to me and said they really 
enjoyed Georgeõs talk.  Our guests also enjoyed talking to members in 
general, and were amazed at the cost of our equipment.  We probably 
picked up one new member who set up near Bill Hayeslip.  By 10:30 PM we 
closed shop because of clouds and dew.  Thanks all for the helpers listed 
below.  Let me know if I missed anyone. 

George Guzik Bill Moutz Mary DeVaughn 
Bill Hayeslip Kevin Spencer Frank Pastin 
John Diller 

 

 

Recyclables, Scopes, Outdoor Movie, 2015 Sched., etc. 

Wagman Observatory Updates 
by Tom Reiland (excerpts from AAAP listserver) 

¶ We are no longer accepting any recyclables at Wagman.  We couldn't 
find any volunteers to take them to a center to sell them for us. 

¶ Orphan telescopes, books, etc. can no longer be dropped at the 
Observatory.  We just don't have the space for them.  But thank you 
for generous donations in past years. 

¶ We still have several good scopes and some average ones for sale.  
Please contact me (trcassopeia@aol.com or 412-487-8236) if you are 
interested. 

¶ We will be cleaning out the books and magazines that we do not need.  
Some will just be thrown out, but others will be put on sale to any 
interested club members or donated to libraries. 

¶ We are looking for any member or members with experience to help 
us upgrade the Manka telescope drive system.  We need better slow 
motion controls and R.A. and Dec. readouts. 

¶ Allegheny County asked us if they could show a movie at Wagman 
this Summer.  It will probably be an astronomy or science fiction type 
film.  The night is July 12, the night of our second Star Party that 
weekend. 

¶ We have set the Star Party Schedule for 2015.  The Wagman 
Committee voted to drop Wagman Winterfest because no one would 
volunteer to take over for Pete Zapadka, plus the weather in February 
and March has not been very good of late.  Also, we have added a 
November Dark Sky Star Party that will not conflict with Mingo's 
Bundle Up Star Party.  But ee haven't picked a nickname for it yet.  The 
2015 Wagman schedule is as follows: 

(Continued on page 6) 

Another Star Party Weekend With Split 
Personality Weather 

So far, the theme of the 2014 Star 
Party season seems to be the bad 
weather night followed by the good 
weather night, or vice-versa.  So it 
was on the weekend of May 2-3 
which started bad on May 2 and 
finished better on May 3.  Here are 
quick summaries from Mingo and 
Wagman Observatories: 

¶ May 2, Mingo Report by Mike Meteney:  It was a cloudy, sometimes a 
little rainy night at Mingo.  We had a small group of people show up 
with their telescopes.  Nick Martch showed them how to use their 
scopes and adjust their finder scopes.  Gene Kulakowski ran one sky 
show in the planetarium.  I replaced the rack on the 24ó Scopeõs 
focuser with a new one that Ed Moss machined for us.  It is a more 
stable now, but the problem still exist that there is no fine focus 
adjustment.  But it is tighter now and less sloppy.  We called it a night 
around 9:30 pm.  Our thanks to these volunteers: 

Bill Roemer Gene Leis Michael Christeson 
Nick Martch Kathy DeSantis Gene Kulakowski 
Colleen Martch Mike Christeson Mike Meteney 
Jon Johnson 

¶ May 2, Wagman Report by Tom Reiland:  As predicted, the sky 
remained cloudy, but that did not keep people away.  A family of four 
was waiting across from the gate when the first members arrived.  A 
mother and daughter arrived later, followed by an outdoor group of 
parents and children ranging from grade school to high school age.  
There were close to 35 of them, giving us a total of 40 to 41.62489 
guests, give or take 0.62489 J.  Eleven members assisted with this 
event.  The members and guests had an opportunity to checkout the 
telescopes that will be on sale.  Our thanks go out to these helpers: 

Bill Hayeslip Mike Nizinski Joyce Osborne-Fischer 
Frank Pastin Diane Yorkshire Rowen Poole 
Linda Bailey Bill Yorkshire Mary De Vaughn 
Jill Bailey Eric Fischer Tom Reiland 

¶ May 3, Mingo Report by John Diller (on behalf of Mike Meteney):   We 
had about 50 or so visitors, including the scouts camping in the lower 
field.  Observing with the 10-inch refractor started early with the 
impressive display of spots on the Sun.  We showed the Moon, 
Jupiter, Mars, the usual DSO subjects and later, Saturn, in the 
Observatory scopes.  AAAP helpers that night included: 

George Guzik Mike Christeson Dan Peden 
Dan Spano Michael Christeson Jeff Marsh 
John Diller Nick Martch Fred Klein 
Kathy DeSantis Mike Meteney Gene Kulakowski 
Jon Johnson Bill Roemer 

¶ May 3, Wagman Report by Tom Reiland:  I opened the building, but not 
the roofs because of light rain.  This was followed by a bright, partial 
rainbow that lasted for several minutes.  Members and visitors started 
to trickle in, but they were followed by another brief rain shower which 
was followed by a second partial rainbow.  To the north (left) of the 
rainbow were showers illuminated by the Sun and they appeared like 
yellow/orange auroral curtains with very slow motion similar to the 
Northern Lights.  Very nice and unusual.  (Editorõs note:  See Bill 
Hayslipõs photo on page 5). 

(Continued on page 6) 
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¶ òTheyó warned us that the May 24 Camelopardelid meteors might be a 
dud (which they were), but that didnõt quell the disappointment.  
During occasional breaks in the clouds, AAAP members saw virtually 
no meteors, except for some spordaics.  As one member put it, the 
science of meteor shower prediction is not much more accurate than 
the science of meteorology. 

¶ Thousands of thanks to Tom Field for interesting lecture on amateur 
spectroscopy at the May 9 meeting.  Mr. Field provided some 
interesting metaphors on this subject, for example, that spectra are 
like the òbar codes of the stars.ó  He went on to point out that 
amateurs are gathering high quality spectral data that earned Nobel 
Prizes for professional astronomers not all that many years ago.  If 
youõre interested in the amateur spectroscopy, Mr. Field reminds us 
that dark skies are not needed. 

¶ Report on Final Mingo class given by Ken Kobus:  òApril 29 was the 
last class on óThe Birth, Life and Death of Starsô.  There were 14 
members and guests (including myself) in attendance.  We talked 
about supernovae, hypernovae and gamma ray bursters, black holes 
and neutron stars.  Afterwards we opened the 24" to observe Mars, 
Jupiter and Saturn, M-3, M-81, M-82, M-51 and M-87.  But we had to 
close at 9:45 pm due to too much wind.  My thanks to all who attended 
the four classes.ó 

¶ Always-On-The-Move member Fred Klein sent us this brief report and 
offer:  òOn Friday (May 9) I gave my presentation óWhat YOU can see 
of the Solar Systemô to 24 Third graders at my grandsonôs class in 
Murrysville.  I am willing to give this to other groups.  Just invite me.ó  
Fred can be reached 412-372-8021. 

¶ Weõve lost count of how many times member Bill Snyder has popped 
up on somebodyõs òAstronomy Picture of the Dayó site.  Billõs latest 
citation, showing his image of the Sunflower Galaxy, appeared on 
Astronomy.com on May 9.  Back on May 3, Bill also earned an APOD 
for òHinds Variable Nebulaó.  Congrats x 2, Bill. 

 

¶ Recently-former member John Mozer, now a resident of the Denver 
area, has decided to renew his membership in the AAAP.  Says John:  
òI am also a member of the Denver Astronomical Society (DAS), which 
is a very active amateur astronomy club here in Denver.  They have 
monthly membership meetings and weekly outreach programs at the 
Chamberlin Observatory on the Denver University campus.  They also 
have a dark observing site for members located on the plains about 54 
miles east of where we live in Aurora.  The dark site has concrete 
observing pads (with electric receptacles) and a warming house.  
Unlike the AAAP, they do not have their own observatories.ó 

¶ Sooner or later, it was bound to happen; this first-of-a-kind report from 
Nate Brandt:  òI took out the 8-inch Meade SCT last night and heard 
something sliding around in it as I mounted; the darn stink bugs got 
into it!  Well, the warmer weather and the jostle must have woke them 
up in there and soon they were crawling all over the inside of the 
corrector.  L  Lesson learned, never leave the back of an SCT 
uncapped when you have these pesky things around....Now when you 
hear me tell someone that I have a variable obstruction telescope 
you'll know why.ó 

 

¶ Heads up to members driving up to Wagman from òOut Westó.  At 
least one bridge under construction on Route 910 (over the Turnpike) 
is still far from completion.  Better for you to go up through Bairdford, 
PA on the Orange belt.  Also, be aware that Saxsonburg Blvd. between 
Roue 8 and Harts Run is also closed. 

¶ Gremlin Laid-On Hitch Dept*:  There were two anomalies with the May 
Guide Star.  First, the article on page about the Mingo star parties 
cited Fred Klein as the planetarium speaker.  It was actually Ken 
Kobus.  Also on that page, members may have noticed a huge white 
space.  Somehow the photo intended for that space got lost in the 
Microsoft Word-to-pdf conversion process.  The photo was one of 
several taken during the Wagman star party by Dave Prelosky of the 
Butler Eagle.  The intended photo is shown below.  Further, your G.S. 
Editor neglected to note that Rowen Poole took the photos of the 
Manka mirror re-installation at Wagman.  (*Editorõs note:  The word 
òGlitchó is said to have originated a NASA engineerõs phrase òGremlin 
Laid-On Hitchó.) 

 

AAAP News:  Heretofore, Thereof, Hereunder and Thereafter 
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òSatellite Search Partyó Set for June 28 
(Continued from front page) 

The format for this event is simple.  Participants will gather behind the 
observatory, relaxing in their lounge chairs, scanning the skies with 
eyes and binoculars (telescopes not advised or required).  Eric Fischer 
will act as Moderator, keeping a record of each observation by time, 
direction and light curve.  Each satellite discovery must be confirmed by 
at least one other observer in the group.  This will be especially 
challenging when someone discovers a faint satellite using binoculars.  
That person will have to direct the group according to the resident 
constellation or asterism to confirm the observation. 

Thus, the Satellite Search Party will be a good test of your knowledge of 
constellations, asterisms and star names.  In addition to total satellites 
for the evening, we will also record the maximum number of satellites 
simultaneously visible, plus the total numbers of tumblers and flares.  If 
a NOSS duo or trio shows up, they count as two or three satellite added 
to the total.  Two or more ISS passes will also count each time. 

The Satellite Search Party will go on until the last person leaves.  But the 
skies must be really clear to capture the more numerous faint and 
binocular objects.  Contact Eric at 412-487-7011, 412-999-1606 or 
eric.fischer69@yahoo.com to see if the party is go or no-go because of 
sky conditions.  Note:  The Wagman Observatory building may or may 
not be open that evening.  Make sure to bring your own refreshments.  
The dates of the next Satellite Search Parties will be posted in the next 

several editions of the Guide Star. 

Soul Nebula by Nate Brandt:  Going back through some winter object 
processing I didn't previously post before.  Here is the Soul Nebula with an 
annotated version and some smaller crops from interesting regions as 
well as a wide field shot showing a little more context and its proximity to 
the Heart Nebula. 

Aurora-Like Rain Streamers and Rainbow by Bill Hayslip:  Prior to the May 
3 Wagman star party, I managed to catch a photo of the illuminated rain 
and the faint rainbow.  It's not as good as it appeared at the time but you 
can at least see it. 

Astro-Atmo Images for June 

 

 

òString of Pearlsó Sunspots by Dan Peden:  On May 1, I was just looking at 
the Sun through some sucker holes.  There was a very nice "string of 
pearls" group as well as a larger cluster.  Probably 20+ sunspots. 

mailto:eric.fischer69@yahoo.com
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AAAP Resource Guide 
Club policies, issues, Executive 
Committee, agenda for business 

meetings 

Contact President John Holtz at 
president@3ap.org 

Dues, magazine subscriptions, 
making financial donations, etc. 

Contact Treasurer Nate Brandt at 
treasurer@3ap.org 

Your membership status, 
Membership Directory 

Contact Membership Secretary Don 
Hoecker at 

membershipsecretary@3ap.org 

IT matters, access to AAAP website 
and listserver 

Contact IT Coordinator Mike 
Skowvron at michaels@3ap.org 

Access/training on Wagman 
observatory site, building, 

telescopes.  Star party scheduling 

Contact Director Tom Reiland at 
412-487-8326 

Access/training on Mingo 
observatory site, building.  Star 

party and planetarium scheduling 

Contact Director Mike Meteney at 
724-348-9087 

Need Mingo Observatory telescope 
help? 

Contact Help Facilitator Gene Leis at 
412-310-2504 

Mingo Observatory loaner 
telescope:  8ó Orion Dobsonian 

Contact Director Mike Meteney at 

724-348-9087 

Business Meeting Guest Speakers, 
Presentations 

Contact Vice President Terry Trees 
at vicepresident@3ap.org 

Submitting Guide Star articles, 
images, corrections 

Contact Eric Fischer at: 
eric.fischer69@yahoo.com 

Night Sky Network 

Contact Kathy DeSantis at 
desantisk@aol.com 

AAAP Merchandise (Calendars, 
books, etc.) 

Contact Merchandise Coordinator 
Mark Arelt at diapsida@verizon.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AAAP 2013-2014 Elected Officers 
President: John Holtz, president@3ap.org 

Vice-President: Terry Trees, vicepresident@3ap.org 

Treasurer: Nate Brandt, treasurer@3ap.org 

Corresponding Sec: Joanne Trees, correspondingsecretary@3ap.org, 

Recording Sec: Diane Yorkshire, recordingsecretary@3ap.org 

Membership Sec: Don Hoecker, membershipsecretary@3ap.org 

Guide Star Editor: Eric Fischer, eric.fischer69@yahoo.com 

 

AAAP Executive Committee Appointees 
Mike Skowvron, Chris Mullen, Joyce Osborne-Fischer, Bill Roemer 

Facility Directors 
Mingo Creek Park Observatory 

Director: Mike Meteney 

Associate Director: Gene Kulakowski 

Associate Director: Ken Kobus 

 

Nicholas E. Wagman Observatory 

Director: Tom Reiland 

Associate Director: Rowen Poole 

Associate Director: Bill Yorkshire 

Membership Information 

AAAP Member Dues: $ 30.00 

Family Membership: $ 45.00 

Student Membership*: $ 20.00 

* K thru 12 and full time college student 

Paying Your Dues 

1. Make check payable to òAAAP Inc.ó 

2. Send check to: 

 Nate Brandt, Treasurer 
 2520 Campmeeting Rd. 

 Sewickley, PA 15143-9104 

On-Line Membership Forms 
Membership Renewal Form available at: 

http://www.3ap.org/AAAP_Mem_RenForm_dah_2014.pdf 

 

New Member Form available at: 
http://www.3ap.org/AAAP_New_MemForm_dah_2014.pdf 

May Star Party Reports 
(Continued from page 3) 

We had 15 visitors and 13 members attend our event.  It did clear off just 
before Sunset.  I was able to show our guests and some members the 
following objects in the 21" Scope:  The Moon, Jupiter and 4 moons, Mars, 
Saturn and Titan, Ceres, M3, M13, M51 and NGC 5195, M92 and Nu 
Draconis.  We also pointed out 4 or 5 satellites to the public.  It started to 
cloud up at 10 PM and our guests went home.  We closed up the building 
and all but two or three members remained because it was starting to clear 
off again.  I left about 10:40 PM and headed to record a gig in the North 
Hills.  Thanks go out to the following members for their assistance: 

Frank Pastin Eric Fischer Nate Brandt 
Bill Yorkshire Joyce Osborne-Fischer Becky Valentine 
Diane Yorkshire Rowen Poole Don Hoecker 
Kevin Spencer Kelly Fletcher Tom Reiland 
Bill Hayeslip 

Wagman Updates 
(Continued from page 3) 

March 27 and 28* September 5 (Dark Sky) 
April 24 and 25 September 19 (Regular SP) 
May 22 and 23 September 27 (Sunday) Lunar Eclipse 
June 19 and 20 October 3 (Dark Sky) 
July 24 and 25 October 17 (Regular SP) 
August 21 and 22 November 7 Dark Sky SP** 

 
* These dates were chosen because the April star parties are at the end 

of the month. 
 

** Nickname open for suggestions. 

mailto:president@3ap.org
mailto:treasurer@3ap.org
mailto:membershipsecretary@3ap.org
mailto:michaels@3ap.org
mailto:vicepresident@3ap.org
mailto:eric.fischer69@yahoo.com
mailto:desantisk@aol.com
mailto:president@3ap.org
mailto:vicepresident@3ap.org
mailto:treasurer@3ap.org
mailto:correspondingsecretary@3ap.org
mailto:recordingsecretary@3ap.org
mailto:membershipsecretary@3ap.org
mailto:eric.fischer69@yahoo.com
http://www.3ap.org/AAAP_Mem_RenForm_dah_2014.pdf
http://www.3ap.org/AAAP_New_MemForm_dah_2014.pdf
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AAAP Wagman Observatory Picnic, June 21, 2014, 4:00 PM, Veteranõs Grove #1, Deer Lakes Park 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Astronomy and Astrophysics Humor with ñThe Zubensò 

ñI was wrong.  The Sunôs 

apparent magnitude is -27, 

not -17.ò 

ñYou certainly made a 

glaring error!ò 

by Eric Fischer 
© 2014 AAAP Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter Submissions 

ñThe Guide Starò 

Journal of the Amateur Astronomers Association of Pittsburgh 

Named by George G. Lindbloom 

First published February 2, 1966 

2014-2015 Editor:  Eric M. Fischer 

All AAAP members are encouraged to submit items to The Guide Star.  
Articles, images, observations, notices, ads, book, software and 
equipment reviews, all are welcome.  Please submit items as early as 
possible for inclusion in the coming issue.  If you wish to submit material 
or have questions about text and image formats, contact Eric Fischer at: 

E-mail:  eric.fischer69@yahoo.com 

Home:  412-487-7011    Mobile:  412-999-1606 

Quoting Sir Patrick Moore 

òI'm only a four-dimensional creature.  
Haven't got a clue how to visualize 
infinity.  Even Einstein hadn't.  I know 

because I asked him.ó 

Welcome Matt (and Rian, John, Chuck, Marké.) 
We are pleased to announce these latest additions to the AAAP 
membership roster: 
 
Rian Fantozzi James W. Stanis 
John Begally Matt Wilson 
Chuck Manges Adrian Desantis 

Mark A. McConaughy Danica Walton 
 




